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The meeting began at 14h43 with the opening remarks by Mr. Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ, Co-chair 

of the EU - Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) 

followed by the opening remarks by Ms. Anneliese DODDS, SAPC Co-chair.  

 

Co-chair KRIVOKAPIĆ said that he was satisfied with the results, which the Parliament of 

Montenegro had achieved in addressing the issue of restoring confidence in electoral process. 

He added that the legislative framework was adopted and that he believed that the Government 

of electoral confidence would contribute to achieving measurable results. 

 

Co-chair DODDS emphasized the importance of dialogue among political subjects in order to 

ensure free and fair elections. She welcomed the initiatives undertaken to strengthen good 

neighbourly relations, and stressed that, in addition to the rule of law and fight against 

corruption as key areas, more attention should be paid to the balanced economic development 

of the north and south and improvement of employment. 

 

Co-chair KRIVOKAPIĆ chaired the first day of the meeting. 

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes, as in the draft document. 

 

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the 11th EU-Montenegro SAPC meeting 

The minutes were adopted without amendments, as in the draft document. 
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3. State of play of the accession negotiations and EU-Montenegro relations, in the presence 

of representatives of the Montenegrin Government, the Presidency-in-Office of the 

Council of the EU and the European Commission 

Mr. Duško MARKOVIĆ, Vice President of the Montenegrin Government, stressed that 

Montenegro opened two thirds of the negotiating chapters, and ten out of thirteen opening 

benchmarks had been fulfilled. It was expected that the remaining benchmarks would be met 

by the end of the year. While speaking about the progress that Montenegro made in the field of 

judiciary and prosecution, Vice President MARKOVIĆ informed that the Police team 

specialized for fight against corruption and organized crime had been established, and that it 

should serve as the extended arm of the Special Prosecutor's Office in the exercise of its powers. 

He expressed a firm belief that the current pace would bring Montenegro from the stage of 

initial results to the stage of solid balance of results, and expectation that these efforts would be 

adequately valuated in the next Montenegro Report of the European Commission and the 

European Parliament’s Resolution on that report. 

H.E. Ambassador Hendrik Van Den DOOL, representing the Dutch Presidency-in-Office of the 

Council, highlighted that additional efforts should be invested in electoral legislation, media 

freedom and the fight against corruption to achieve tangible results. He stated that it was 

important for Montenegro to keep the momentum when it came to conducting political dialogue 

in order to ensure free and fair elections.  

H.E. Mitja DROBNIČ, Head of the EU Delegation to Montenegro, spoke about the importance 

of ensuring full implementation of the electoral legislation, developing the solid track records 

in this field. Drobnič said that decisive steps should be taken in the field of environmental 

protection, particularly mentioning Ulcinj Salina as a unique area on the Montenegrin coast. 

4. Follow up to recommendations adopted during the 11th SAPC meeting in Strasbourg 

Mr. Milutin SIMOVIĆ, acting President of the Parliament of Montenegro, noted that dialogue 

and compromise formed the basis of every democracy, and in line with these principles 

Montenegro would comply with all obligations within the EU and Euro-Atlantic integration. 

He noted the previous work on strengthening confidence in the electoral process, from working 

group of the Parliament of Montenegro to the activities of the Ministry of Interior, the State 

Election Commission as well as recently established Agency for Prevention of Corruption.   

There was no discussion on this item of the Agenda. 

5. Rule of law including implementation of the electoral legislation 

Ms. Joëlle BERGERON (MEP), the rapporteur for the fifth agenda item, said that Montenegro 

had crossed a long and difficult path from the communist system to a modern state, aspiring to 

European values. She shared the impression of the EU Member States that not all previous 

candidate countries fulfilled their obligations upon EU accession, which had caused crisis in 

the Union. Reminding of Mr. Juncker’s statement that there would be no enlargement until 

2020, she stressed that Montenegro was a good example of a candidate country and that the 

previous results in Chapters 23 and 24 were a clear indication of progress.  
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The following members engaged in discussion which focused on the issue of trust in the 

electoral process and ways of assuring fair and free elections.: Mr. Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ 

(Montenegrin chair), Mr. Obrad Mišo STANIŠIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Ms. Azra JASAVIĆ 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr. Jozo RADOŠ (MEP), Mr. Miodrag VUKOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), 

and Mr. Izet BRALIĆ (Montenegrin MP). 

6. Fundamental rights, with focus on gender equality and rights of the children 

Ms. Anneliese DODDS (EP delegation Chair), the rapporteur for the sixth item on the agenda 

emphasized that further efforts needed to be ensured in all three dimensions of gender equality 

issue: political involvement of women, women's economic empowerment and combating 

violence against women.   

The SAPC Members agreed that gender equality was not an issue that should be discussed only 

by women, pointing out the sensitivity of the topic. The work of the Gender Equality Committee 

of the Parliament of Montenegro was emphasized, and the importance of the legislation aimed 

at ensuring greater representation of women in the Parliament was highlighted. In particular, 

SAPC Members underlined the need for a more efficient fight against violence against women. 

The exchange of views ensued among the following Members: Ms. Nada DROBNJAK 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr. Obrad Mišo STANIŠIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr. JASENKO 

SELIMOVIĆ (MEP), Mr. Jozo RADOŠ (MEP) and Ms. Azra JASAVIĆ (Montenegrin MP). 

The 1st session was adjourned on 19th May, at 17h12. 

* * * 

 

The second day of the meeting commenced at 9h40, on 20th May, with Ms. Anneliese DODDS 

chairing the meeting.  

 

7. Environmental and energy policy 

Mr. Branimir GVOZDENOVIĆ, Minister of Sustainable Development and Tourism, informed 

the participants about the activities of the Ministry, noting the setting up of a normative 

framework in the field of environmental protection in line with European standards. He added 

that a number of strategies were adopted to improve the existing situation in this area. Minister 

GVOZDENOVIĆ said that the implementation of the overall activities in the field of 

environmental protection required the allocation of significant amount of funds, but he believed 

that Montenegro would open Chapter 27 in 2016. However, he said that further strengthening 

of administrative capacity was necessary, primarily at the local level. 
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Rapporteurs for this agenda item were Jasenko SELIMOVIĆ and Anneliese DODDS, MEPs. 

Ms. DODDS’s address focused on the issue of preservation of Ulcinj Salina, while Mr. 

SELIMOVIĆ commented on activities within the energy policy. 

MEPs were interested in issue of Block II Thermal Power Plant Pljevlja, renewable energy 

projects, as well as the harmonization of national legislation with Third Energy Package. 

Mr. Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin Chair) and Minister Branimir GVOZDENOVIĆ took 

floor in the discussion devoted to Environmental and Energy Policy. They expressed different 

views regarding the privatization of Ulcinj Salina and the protection of state interests. 

 

 

8. Fight against corruption in connection to the economic development 

 

Rapporteurs for the eighth item on the agenda were Jozo RADOŠ and Jasenko SELIMOVIĆ, 

MEPs. Mr. RADOŠ stressed that Montenegro held 44th position according to the corruption 

perception index of Transparency International Organization, noting that an index below 50 

indicated serious difficulties in terms of extension of corruption. However, he underscored that 

Montenegro held better position than Bulgaria, which as member of the EU was found at the 

41st position. SELIMOVIĆ emphasized that effective fighting against corruption was important 

for the citizens of Montenegro, and not only for membership to the EU. 

SAPC Members commended the adoption of a set of laws in the field of justice that followed 

constitutional reforms, but stressed that legal certainty and harmonization of national acts with 

the decisions of the European Court of Human Rights remained a challenge. 

The following members engaged in the discussion on this point of the agenda: Mr. Obrad Mišo 

STANIŠIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Ms. Azra JASAVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Izet BRALIĆ 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr. Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin Chair) and Ms. Anneliese 

DODDS (EP Chair). 

 

9. Adoption of recommendations 

After a discussion on the amendments, a compromising text was agreed upon. 

The recommendations were adopted unanimously. 

 

10. Any other business 

None. 
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11. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

The next meeting of the EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary 

Committee was expected to take place in December in Strasbourg. 

Before the meeting concluded, Ms. Anneliese DODDS had invited the SAPC members to attend 

the presentation on the adaptations made in the Parliament of Montenegro building for persons 

with reduced mobility, with the participation of two representatives of the Association of Youth 

with Disabilities. 

The meeting ended on 20th May at 12h18. 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


